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COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANISATIONS HELPING SMALL BUSINESSES

LIFE BLOOD OF BUSINESS

Do you feel that you are being innovative in your business? If the answer is no, then you
should take a look at not only your business, but also yourself — and you may be surprised. By

Paula Beare

IT I8 GENERALLY accepted that thers
are four Cs of Innovation — Creativity,
Connections, Collaboration and
Commarcialisation. Some are easier to be
involved with or achieved than othars, but
each is a key element behind every
innovative or entrepreneunial endeavour. In
Australia, innovation is celebrated in many

ways —and a key event on the Australian
businass calendar is the annual Innovation
Festival which commences on Waorld 1P
Day.

The 2010 Austraian Innovation Festival,
hald between the 26th of April and the
30th of May, has the theme of “Building
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Sustzinable Businesses”, and focusss on
the 4Ca of innovation. Tha festival sims o
highiight the importance of innovation
during this period of reganeration from last
vaars ghobal economic uncertainty. Recent
times ‘have shown that more than ever,
organisations, in particular businesses,
need to "innovate” to mest the challangs
of increased competition and ever-
changing consumer and market needs,

The festival was established in 2002 to
support and promote the best of
Australlan innowvation and entrepranaurship
and since its conception has increased in
size and range with virtually every major
town and city in Australia beng in ether
the festival or associaled festivals. 1t i now
the largast Australian industry festval and,
during the five weeks it runs, festival
coordinators anticipate that up to 400,000
participarts will attend the five hundred
plus events. Over fifty of these are linked 1o
BECs in some way and form part of the
2010 BEC Australia Innowvation Festival, an
associated  festival of the Australian
Innovation Festival, itself in its second year.

Every day around Australia, the natwork
of Business Enterprise Centres which ara
members of BEC Australia assist small and
micro  business owners to build »






